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This archaeological desk-based assessment (DBA) has been prepared on
behalf of the Applicant for the proposed Lime Down Solar Park (hereafter
referred to as ‘the Scheme’) in Wiltshire. The Scheme is a Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Project (NSIP) and this assessment has been undertaken to
inform a Development Consent Order (DCO) application to the Planning
Inspectorate.

A separate DBA has been produced for all the constituent ‘Solar PV Sites’ that
form the Lime Down Solar Park (Lime Down A-E) and this document provides
an assessment for the Cable Route Corridor (hereafter ‘Cable Route Corridor’
within this document) and Highway Improvement Areas.

This DBA addresses the information requirements set out in the Overarching
National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1) (Ref 18), the National Policy
Statement for Renewable Energy Infrastructure (EN-3) (Ref 19) and the
National Policy Statement for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (EN-5) (Ref
20), and provides the proportionate response sought by these. It draws together
the available archaeological, historical, topographic and land-use information in
order to clarify the significance and archaeological potential of the Cable Route
Corridor. This assessment solely examines the impact upon potential below-
ground remains, with indirect impacts to heritage assets within the surrounding
area being considered in a separate Heritage Statement.

The available archaeological records, and results of non-intrusive surveys,
suggest that there is potential for the survival of prehistoric and Roman remains
within the Cable Route Corridor. There is, however, no evidence to suggest the
presence of any remains of greater than local significance.

The majority of the Cable Route Corridor has primarily been in agricultural use
since at least the medieval period, as evidenced by extensive areas of ridge
and furrow recorded in the HER and identified through LiDAR interpretation.
Areas of poorly preserved earthwork remains of ridge and furrow ploughing
have been identified within Fields F5-F7, F12, F16, F17, and F22, but it is
considered that they are of no greater than local significance. Although there is
potential for the survival of sub-surface features relating to medieval and post-
medieval agriculture across the site, including ploughing and former field
boundaries, it is considered that such remains would be of negligible
significance.

Planning Inspectorate Reference: EN010168 Page 1
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This archaeological desk-based (DBA) assessment of land forming the Cable
Route Corridor of the proposed Lime Down Solar Park, Wiltshire (which is
hereafter referred to as the ‘Cable Route Corridor’) and the Highway
Improvement Areas has been prepared on behalf of the Applicant, to inform the
Environmental Statement (ES) produced to support the application stage of the
DCO process.

This document provides an assessment of the potential for the survival of
archaeological remains within the Cable Route Corridor and assesses the
potential impacts that the Scheme could have on these and other
archaeological assets in the vicinity. This assessment solely examines the
impact upon potential archaeological remains within the Cable Route Corridor,
with indirect (setting) impacts to heritage assets in the surrounding area are
assessed in a separate Heritage Statement (ES Volume 3, Appendix 12-1:
Heritage Statement [EN010168/APP/6.3]).

As the scheme is defined as an Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project
(NSIP), the assessment has been undertaken to meet the requirements of the
Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1) (Ref 18), the National
Policy Statement for Renewable Energy Infrastructure (EN-3) (Ref 19) and the
National Policy Statement for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (EN-5) (Ref
20), and has been undertaken in accordance with the Chartered Institute for
Archaeologists (CIfA) guidelines Standard and guidance for historic
environment desk-based assessment (Ref 3).

Planning Inspectorate Reference: EN010168 Page 2
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In considering any DCO application for NSIP development, the Secretary of
State will be guided by current legislation and the policy framework set by
government planning policy and by other material considerations.

The Planning Act 2008 (Ref 21) sets out the process for the consenting of
NSIPs and the basis for the decision whether to grant development consent.

The applicable legislative framework for this archaeological desk-based
assessment relates to the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act
(AMAAA) 1979 (Ref 1).

The AMAAA largely concerns to Scheduled Monuments (SMs) and designated
archaeological areas, detailing in particular what can and cannot be undertaken
on archaeological grounds.

This National Policy Statement (NPS) (EN1) (Ref 18) sets out national policy for
the energy infrastructure and has effect for the decisions by the Secretary of
State on applications for energy developments that are nationally significant
under the Planning Act 2008. For such NSIP applications this NPS, combined
with technology specific energy NPS where relevant (see EN-3 below), provides
the primary policy for decisions by the Secretary of State.

Paragraph 5.9.3 of EN-1 defines the term ‘heritage assets’ and identifies what
constitutes ‘significance’ in the historic environment: ‘Those elements of the
historic environment that hold value to this and future generations because of
their historic, archaeological, architectural or artistic interest are called ‘heritage
assets’. Heritage assets may be buildings, monuments, sites, places, areas or
landscapes, or any combination of these. The sum of the heritage interests that
a heritage asset holds is referred to as its significance. Significance derives not
only from a heritage asset’s physical presence, but also from its setting’.

Paragraph 5.9.9 of EN-1 outlines the requirements for the applicant’s
assessment: ‘The applicant should undertake an assessment of any likely
significant heritage impacts of the proposed development as part of the EIA and
describe these in the ES ... This should include consideration of heritage
assets above, at, and below the surface of the ground. Consideration will also
need to be given to the possible impacts, including cumulative, on the wider
historic environment. The assessment should include reference to any historic
landscape or seascape character assessment and associated studies as a
means of assessing impacts relevant to the proposed project’.

Planning Inspectorate Reference: EN010168 Page 3
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Paragraph 5.9.10 discusses significance and proportionality, identifying the
minimum requirements for assessment: ‘As part of the ES the applicant should
provide a description of the significance of the heritage assets affected by the
proposed development, including any contribution made by their setting. The
level of detail should be proportionate to the importance of the heritage assets
and no more than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal
on their significance. As a minimum, the applicant should have consulted the
relevant Historic Environment Record ... and assessed the heritage assets
themselves using expertise where necessary according to the proposed
development’s impact’.

Paragraph 5.9.11 discusses the requirements for archaeological DBAs and field
evaluation: ‘Where a site on which development is proposed includes, or the
available evidence suggests it has the potential to include, heritage assets with
an archaeological interest, the applicant should carry out appropriate desk-
based assessment and, where such desk-based research is insufficient to
properly assess the interest, a field evaluation’. Paragraph 5.9.12 highlights the
required standard for any supporting documents: ‘The applicant should ensure
that the extent of the impact of the proposed development on the significance of
any heritage assets affected can be adequately understood from the application
and supporting documents.’

Paragraph 5.9.13 encourages the applicant to identify any opportunities to
enhance the historic environment: ‘The applicant is encouraged, where
opportunities exist, to prepare proposals which can make a positive contribution
to the historic environment, and to consider how their scheme takes account of
the significance of heritage assets affected. This can include, where possible:

e enhancing, through a range of measures such a sensitive design, the
significance of heritage assets or setting affected

e considering where required the development of archive capacity which could
deliver significant public benefits

e considering how visual or noise impacts can affect heritage assets, and
whether there may be opportunities to enhance access to, or interpretation,
understanding and appreciation of, the heritage assets affected by the
scheme’.

This NPS, taken together with the Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy
(EN-1), provides the primary policy for decisions by the Secretary of State on
applications they receive for nationally significant renewable energy infrastructure (i.e.
NSIPs). Section 2.10 Solar Photovoltaic Generation provides guidance and policy
specific to solar PV schemes, and paragraphs 2.10.107 — 2.10.119 address Cultural
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Heritage. Key paragraphs from this section of the NPS considered most relevant to this
assessment are discussed below.

Paragraph 2.10.107 of NPS-5 states ‘The impacts of solar PV developments on the
historic environment will require expert assessment in most cases and may have effect
both above and below ground’. Paragraph 2.10.108 goes on to identify that: ‘Above
ground impacts may include the effects on the setting of Listed Buildings and other
designated heritage assets as well as on Historic Landscape Character’, and
paragraph 2.10.109 identifies that: ‘Below ground impacts, although generally limited,
may include direct impacts on archaeological deposits through ground disturbance
associated with trenching, cabling, foundations, fencing, temporary haul routes etc.’

Paragraph 2.10.110 identifies the potential for positive effects of solar developments:
‘Equally, solar PV developments may have a positive effect, for example
archaeological assets may be protected by a solar PV farm as the site is removed from
regular ploughing and shoes or low-level piling is stipulated’.

Paragraphs 2.10.112 and 2.10.113 discuss the applicant assessment requirements:
‘Applicant assessments should be informed by information from Historic Environment
Records (HERs) or the local authority ...Where a site on which development is
proposed includes, or has the potential to include, heritage assets with archaeological
interest, the applicant should submit an appropriate desk-based assessment and,
where necessary, a field evaluation. These should be carried out using expertise where
necessary and in consultation with the local planning authority, and should identify
archaeological study areas and propose appropriate schemes of investigation, and
design measures, to ensure the protection of relevant heritage assets’.

Paragraphs 2.10.114 and 2.10.115 discuss the potential requirement for further
investigations: ‘In some instances, field studies may include investigative work (and
may include trial trenching beyond the boundary of the proposed site) to assess the
impacts of any ground disturbance, such as proposed cabling, susbstation foundations
or mounting supports for solar panels on archaeological assets ... The extent of
investigative work should be proportionate to the sensitivity of, and extent of, proposed
ground disturbance in the associated study area’.

Paragraphs 2.10.116 and 2.10.117 highlight how the results of the historic environment
assessments should influence the applicant’s design and that there should be a
consideration of how assets can be conserved appropriately: ‘Applicants should take
account of the results of historic environment assessments in their design proposal ...
Applicants should consider what steps can be taken to ensure heritage assets are
conserved in a manner appropriate to their significance, including the impact of
proposals on views important to their setting’.

The adopted National Policy Statement for Electricity Networks Infrastructure
(EN-5) (Ref 22) does not contain any policies pertaining to the impacts of solar
energy production on the cultural heritage resource but does make reference to

Planning Inspectorate Reference: EN010168 Page 5
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heritage or archaeology on two occasions, both with regard to the laying of
below ground electricity cables. In paragraph 2.9.23, the NPS discusses cases
that arise where there may be: “... a high potential for widespread and
significant adverse landscape and/or visual impacts along certain sections of its
route may result in recommendations to use undergrounding for relevant
segments of the line or alternatively consideration of using a route including
subsea cabling.”

In paragraph 2.9.25, the NPS states: “In such cases the Secretary of State
should only grant development consent for underground or subsea sections of a
proposed line over an overhead alternative if they are satisfied that the benefits
accruing from the former proposal clearly outweigh any extra economic, social,
or environmental impacts that it presents, the mitigation hierarchy has been
followed, and that any technical obstacles associated with it are surmountable.
In this context it should consider:

e the landscape and visual baseline characteristics of the setting of the
proposed route, in particular, the impact on high sensitivity visual receptors
(as defined in the current edition of the Landscape Institute’s Guidelines for
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment), residential areas, designated
landscapes, valued landscapes, designated heritage assets and Heritage
Coasts (including, where relevant, impacts on the setting of designated
features and areas), noting the policy in EN-1 section 5.4.53 on regional and
local designations

e the potentially very disruptive effects of undergrounding on local communities,
habitats, archaeological and heritage assets, marine environments, soll
(including peat soils), hydrology, geology, and, for a substantial time after
construction, landscape and visual amenity. (Undergrounding an overhead
line will mean digging a trench along the length of the route, and so such
works will often be disruptive — albeit temporarily — to the receptors listed
above than would an overhead line of equivalent rating).”

The NPSs listed above came into effect on 17 January 2024. These NPSs set
out the Government’s energy policy for the delivery of nationally significant
energy infrastructure, the need for new energy infrastructure, and guidance for
the determination of an application for a Development Consent Order.

Section 16 of the NPPF (2024) (Ref 17), entitled ‘Conserving and enhancing the
historic environment’ provides guidance for planning authorities, property
owners, developers and others on the conservation and investigation of
heritage assets.

Overall, the objectives of Section 16 of the NPPF can be summarised as
seeking the:

Planning Inspectorate Reference: EN010168 Page 6
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e Delivery of sustainable development

¢ Understanding the wider social, cultural, economic and environmental
benefits brought by the conservation of the historic environment, and

e Conservation of England's heritage assets in a manner appropriate to their
significance

Section 16 of the NPPF recognises that intelligently managed change may
sometimes be necessary if heritage assets are to be maintained for the long
term. Paragraph 207 states that planning decisions should be based on the
significance of the heritage asset (and any contribution made by its setting), and
that the ‘level of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no
more than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal upon
their significance’. This is supported by paragraph 208 which states that LPAs
should take this into account when considering applications.

Paragraphs 212-215 consider the impact of development proposals upon the
significance of designated heritage assets. Paragraph 205 states that where a
development is proposed that would affect the significance of a designated
heritage asset ‘great weight should be given to the asset’s conservation (and
the more important the asset, the greater this weight should be)’. Paragraph
208 emphasises that ‘where a development proposal will lead to less than
substantial harm to the significance of a designated heritage asset, this harm
should be weighed against the public benefits’ of the scheme, bearing in mind
the great weight highlighted in Paragraph 212.

Heritage Assets are defined in Annex 2 of the NPPF as: ‘a building, monument,
site, place, area or landscape identified as having a degree of significance
meriting consideration in planning decisions, because of its heritage interest. It
includes designated heritage assets and assets identified by the local planning
authority (including local listing)'.

Annex 2 also defines ‘Archaeological Interest’ as a heritage asset which ‘holds
or potentially holds, evidence of past human activity worthy of expert
investigation at some point’. Heritage Assets with archaeological interest are the
primary source of evidence about the substance and evolution of places, and of
the people and cultures that made them.

A Designated Heritage Asset comprises a ‘World Heritage Site, Scheduled
Monument, Listed Building, Protected Wreck Site, Registered Park and Garden,
Registered Battlefield or Conservation Area designated under the relevant
legislation.’

In short, government policy provides a framework which:

e Protects nationally important designated Heritage Assets (which include
World Heritage Sites, Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Listed Buildings,

Planning Inspectorate Reference: EN010168 Page 7
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Protected Wreck Sites, Registered Parks and Gardens, Registered
Battlefields or Conservation Areas)

e Protects the settings of such designations

e In appropriate circumstances seeks adequate information (from desk-based
assessment and field evaluation where necessary) to enable informed
decisions.

e Provides for the excavation and investigation of sites not significant enough
to merit in situ preservation.

2.3.18 The Planning Practice Guidance (Ref 22) is a web-based resource which is to
be used in conjunction with the NPPF. It is aimed at planning professionals and
prescribes best practice within the planning sector. The relevant section is
entitled ‘Conserving and enhancing the historic environment’. The guidance
given in this section sets out the best practice to applying government policy in
the NPPF. It provides an interpretation for each of the interests assigned to
heritage assets in understanding significance: archaeological, architectural and
artistic, and historic (Paragraph: 006 Reference ID: 18a-006-20190723).

2.3.19 The current Local Plan for Wiltshire is the Wiltshire Core Strategy (WCS) (Ref
25). The WCS was adopted in January 2015 and provides the strategic
planning policies for the future development of the area from 2015 to 2026. The
Wiltshire Local Plan is currently being updated to guide development up to 2038
and was submitted for independent examination on 28 November 2024. The
policy relating to the historic environment comprises:

Core Policy 58 — Ensuring the Conservation of the Historic Environment

Development should protect, conserve and where possible enhance the historic
environment. Designated heritage assets and their settings will be conserved, and
where appropriate enhanced in a manner appropriate to their significance, including:

i nationally significant archaeological remains

ii. World Heritage Sites within and adjacent to Wiltshire

fii. buildings and structures of special architectural or historic interest

iv. the special character or appearance of conservation areas

V. historic parks and gardens

Vi important landscapes, including registered battlefields and townscapes.

Distinctive elements of Wiltshire’s historic environment, including non-designated
heritage assets, which contribute to a sense of local character and identity will be
conserved, and where possible enhanced. The potential contribution of these heritage

Planning Inspectorate Reference: EN010168 Page 8
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assets towards wider social, cultural, economic and environmental benefits will also be
utilised where this can be delivered in a sensitive and appropriate manner in
accordance with Core Policy 57 (Ensuring High Quality Design and Place Shaping).

Heritage assets at risk will be monitored and development proposals that improve their
condition will be encouraged. The advice of statutory and local consultees will be
sought in consideration of such applications.’

The CIfA Standard and Guidance for Historic Environment Desk-based
Assessment (2020) (Ref 3) provides guidelines and recommendations for best
practice in undertaking archaeological desk-based research and assessment.

Guidance on the implementation and interpretation of historic environment
policy has been provided by the Historic England publications Historic
Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning Note 2: Managing Significance
in Decision Taking in the Historic Environment (GPA2; Ref 11) and the Historic
Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning Note 3 (Second Edition): The
Setting of Heritage Assets (GPA3; Ref 12).

Historic England’s GPA2 outlines a seven-stage process for the assembly and
analysis of relevant information relating to heritage assets potentially affected
by a proposed development:

e Understand the wider social, cultural, economic and environmental benefits
brought by the conservation of the historic environment,

e Understand the significance of the affected assets,
e Understand the impact of the proposal on that significance,

e Avoid, minimise and mitigate impact in a way that meets the objectives of the
NPPF,

e Look for opportunities to better reveal or enhance significance,

e Justify any harmful impacts in terms of the sustainable development objective
of conserving significance and the need for change, and

e Offset negative impacts on aspects of significance by enhancing others
through recording, disseminating and archiving archaeological and historical
interest of the important elements of the heritage assets affected.

In order to understand the nature, extent and level of significance GPA2
advocates considering the four types of heritage value an asset may hold, as
identified in Conservation Principles (Ref 9): aesthetic, communal, historic and
evidential. However, NPPF (2023) has since provided a definition of significance
dependant on the following four interests: archaeological, architectural and
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artistic, or historic. The following assessment of significance results from a
combination of any, some or all of these values and interests.

Historic England’s GPA3 recognises that whilst setting is not a heritage asset,
elements of a setting ‘may make a positive or negative contribution to the
significance of an asset, may affect the ability to appreciate that significance or
may be neutral (para. 4). Setting is described as being distinct to curtilage,
character and context. This guidance also notes that the contribution of setting
to the significance of a heritage asset is often expressed by reference to views,
although the importance of setting lies in what it contributes to the significance
of the heritage asset, and this can be influenced by a number of other factors.

The Historic England advice note, Statement of Heritage Significance:
Analysing Significance in Heritage Assets. Historic England Advice Note 12
(HEAN 12; Ref 13), brings together all of the above guidance in an analysis of
an appropriate approach for applicants for heritage and other consents in
providing an understanding of the significance of heritage assets in line with
NPPF. It emphasises the level of detail required in support of both planning and
listed building consent applications, which should be no more than is necessary,
i.e. proportionate to the significance of the heritage asset affected, to reach an
informed decision.

Planning Inspectorate Reference: EN010168 Page 10
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A gazetteer of all records held on the Wiltshire and Swindon Historic
Environment Record (HER), the National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE), the Historic England National Heritage List for England (NHLE) and
the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS), for within 250m Study Area is provided
in Annex A and their locations illustrated on Figure 2, 7 and 12.

The holdings of the Wiltshire Archives together with on-line repositories for
historical maps, plans and relevant documentary sources were consulted in
accordance with guidelines laid down by the CIfA (2020).

Online mapping resources and GIS-based Web Mapping Services were
consulted including current and historical satellite imagery from Google Earth,
Bing Aerial and British Geological Survey 1:50 000 mapping.

The Environment Agency’s National LIDAR Programme Digital Terrain Model
(DTM) and Digital Surface Model (DSM) data, at 1m resolution, was
downloaded from the Defra Survey Data Download webpage and processed
using GIS software.

National Mapping Programme (NMP) data and Historic Landscape
Characterisation (HLC) data were consulted to provide further contextual
understanding of the archaeological landscape.

A range of published and unpublished material has also been consulted, as
detailed in the References in Section 9 of this DBA.

Site visits were undertaken between August 2023 and July 2024, to provide an
assessment of the character of the Cable Route Corridor and appraise the
potential impact of the Scheme on any archaeological or heritage assets.

Paragraph 5.9.10 of NPS EN-1 and Paragraph 207 of the NPPF (December
2024) state that planning decisions should be based on the significance of the
heritage asset, and that the level of detail supplied by an applicant should be
proportionate to the importance of the asset and should be no more than
sufficient to review the potential impact of the proposal upon the significance of
that asset.

It is recognised that not all parts of a heritage asset will necessarily be of equal
significance. In some cases, certain elements could accommodate change
without affecting the significance of the asset. Change is only considered
harmful if it erodes an asset’s significance. Understanding the significance of
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any heritage assets affected and any contribution made by their setting
(paragraph 207, NPPF December 2024) is therefore fundamental to
understanding the scope for and acceptability of change. Assessment of
significance has been undertaken in accordance with the Historic England’s
Statements of Heritage Significance. Analysing Significance in Heritage Assets
(2019).

Planning Inspectorate Reference: EN010168 Page 12
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The Cable Route Corridor traverses 249 areas, totalling approximately 462 ha
(Figure 1), of largely arable land. For the purposes of this appraisal the corridor
has been divided into three sections:

. Section 1 — areas between the Lime Down A-E to Grittleton
. Section 2 — areas between Grittleton to Chippenham

o Section 3 — areas between Chippenham to Whitley

Section 1 (see Figure 2)

Section 1 of the Cable Route Corridor runs south-west from Field A11 to Fields
A4 and A5 in the northeast of Lime Down A. It runs southwards from the south
of Field A10 into the north-west of Field C22 within the north of Lime Down C. A
section of the cable route runs east to west through Lime Down C, connecting
the fields either side of the railway, while another section of the corridor runs
north-east, connecting Fields C24 and C27 in the north-eastern corner of Lime
Down C. At this point it turns south-east running approximately 1 km from the
south-east of Fields B1 and C28, into the north-west of Fields D23 and 24,
crossing the railway and connecting the south-western fields of Lime Down D
with the south-eastern fields of Lime Down C. The cable route then continues
approximately 3.6km south towards Grittleton and the M4. To the east of
Section 1, the corridor runs south-east from the south-east of Fields D14, D15
and D18 of Lime Down D into the north-western edge of Lime Down E, Fields
E1, E2 and E3. The cable route connects the fields of Lime Down E either side
of the railway.

Section 2 (see Figure 7)

Section 2 of the Cable Route Corridor runs for approximately 8.6km south from
the M4 to the south of Grittleton, transversing agricultural fields and roadways to
the east of Yatton Keynell and the west of Chippenham to Bath Road.

Section 3 (see Figure 12)

Section 3 of the Cable Route Corridor spans two parishes within Wiltshire. The
corridor extends south-east from Bath Road to the south-west of Chippenham,
travelling approximately 2.6km to the east of Corsham to the southern railway
line. At this point the corridor travels approximately 4.4km south-east to Whitley,
entering the north-west of the extant Melksham Substation.
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This section reviews existing archaeological evidence for the Cable Route
Corridor and the Highway Improvement Areas, and the archaeological and
historical background of the surrounding area, based on a consideration of
evidence in the Wiltshire and Swindon HER, NRHE, NHLE and the PAS. It is
not the purpose of this document to create a detailed archaeological or
historical narrative of the area, but to provide an assessment of the Cable Route
Corridor’s historical development and archaeological potential in accordance
with the Paragraph 5.9.10 of EN-1 (Ref 18) and Paragraph 207 of the NPPF
(Ref 17).

There is one designated heritage assets within the Cable Route Corridor and
the Highway Improvement Areas, comprising the Grade Il Listed Building
Milestone (NHLE 1284671). The Grittleton Conservation Area also lies within a
Highway Improvement Area.

Within the 250m Study Area, there are two Scheduled Monuments, one Grade
II* Registered Park and Garden, four Conservation Areas and 58 Listed
Buildings, comprising one Grade | listed, four Grade II* listed and 53 Grade I
listed.

Further details of these designated heritage assets can be found in the
gazetteer in Annex A and are illustrated on Figure 2, 7 and 12.

This DBA does not assess the potential indirect impacts to designated heritage
assets as these have been assessed in a separate standalone Heritage
Statement.

There are 44 HER records located within the Cable Route Corridor, of which 15
are also recorded on the NRHE.

The HER records 217 'monument’ records within the whole of the 250m Study
Area. Details of all HER and NRHE records are provided in Annex A, with the
locations of these marked on Figures 3, 8 and 13.

There are 45 PAS records within the 250m Study Area, seven of which are
located in the Cable Route Corridor.

The Wiltshire HER records 14 previous archaeological ‘events’ within the 250m
Study Area. Details of these archaeological events can be found in the
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gazetteer in Annex A and their locations are marked on Figures 4, 9 and 14. Of
these previous archaeological events, five were located within the cable route
and are discussed in greater detail below.

Previous investigations within Section 2 included a watching brief (EWI601),
followed by an excavation (EWI602) along the route of the Littleton Drew to
Chippenham gas pipeline. This work identified two ditches correlating strongly
with the projected alignment of the Fosse Way Roman road.

An aerial investigation (EWI7896) covers the southern portion of Section 2 and
all of Section 3, in west Wiltshire between Chippenham and Trowbridge, centred
on the Avon valley. The aim of the project was to develop methods and produce
guidance on best practice for the recognition and identification of archaeological
assets.

Within Section 3, a geophysical survey (EWI7081) and a later evaluation
(EWI6612) at Thingley Court Farm found no archaeological features or
deposits.

The Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) for Wiltshire was carried out
from April 2012 to February 2017 as part of a national initiative by Historic
England (formerly English Heritage) to identify and record the historic character
and time depth present in the modern landscape across England. There are
131 individual HLC units mapped within the 250m Study Area, representing six
of the 14 broad character types mapped across the county (Civic; Fields and
Enclosed land; Ornamental; Recreation; Rural settlement; and Woodland).

There are 91 individual HLC units within, or partially within the Cable Route
Corridor, all but seven of which are of the Fields and enclosed land broad HLC
type. The outliers include two of the Woodland broad HLC type, three of the
Rural settlement broad HLC type, one of the Ornamental broad type HLC and
one of the Civic broad HLC type.

The HLC units within the Cable Route Corridor are illustrated on Figures 5, 10
and 15.

The Environment Agency’s National LiDAR Programme data at 1m resolution
was downloaded from the Defra Survey Data Download webpage and
processed using GIS software (Figures 6, 11, and 16). In Section 1, cropmarks
recorded on the HER (ST88SE605), located to the south-east of Site B, were
identified in the LIDAR data and may represent former field boundaries. In
Section 2, depressions indicative of past agricultural activity was observed and
correspond with HER records of field systems (MWI73949) and a post-medieval
lime kiln (MWI173945). In Section 3, further evidence of agricultural activity was
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recorded, including field boundaries (ST86NEG03), as well as former
boundaries and ridge and furrow associated with the medieval settlement west
of Thingley Farm (ST87SE612). At the southern extent of the Cable Route
Corridor, within the area of Melksham Substation, extensive ridge and furrow
(MWI73999, MWI73895) was identified. Additional ridge and furrow was also
noted to the west of Whitley House (ST86NE453), associated with medieval
settlement.

Evidence obtained from the HER, NHLE, NRHE and PAS databases, has been
used to identify four concentrations of possible prehistoric or Roman period
remains within the Cable Route Corridor. Where such remains have been
identified, they presented as well-defined cropmarks with strong patterning.
Consequently, fields that do not contain similar features are considered unlikely
to contain extensive prehistoric and Roman features.

Section 1 (see Figure 3-4)

The HER contains one record for prehistoric or Roman period activity within
Section 1 of the Cable Route Corridor and Highway Improvement Areas.

The HER record relates to the Fosse Way Roman Road (HER ST88NE300),
which forms part of Margary’s ‘Route 5¢’ Bath — Cirencester Roman Road. The
road follows the line of the modern Fosse Way and lies within Field O48 of the
Cable Route Corridor, adjacent to Lime Down C and within the northern extent
of the Highways Improvement Area to the south of Lime Down C.

Within the 250m Study Area, there are four HER records that date to the
prehistoric period, all of which relate to findspots of prehistoric flints. A flint knife
blade dated broadly from the Upper Palaeolithic to Late Mesolithic was found
through fieldwalking in woodland approximately 85m to the north of the Cable
Route Corridor within Lime Down E (HER MWI164480). A Mesolithic flint (HER
ST88SE052) and a Neolithic flint (HER ST88SE101) were found 250m to the
north of the Cable Route Corridor within Lime Down C. Another Neolithic flint
(HER ST87NE101) was found 200m to the west of Field F109 within Grittleton.

Section 2 (see Figure 8-9)

The HER contains two records of prehistoric or Roman period activity within
Section 2 of the Cable Route Corridor. A possible Bronze Age round barrow
(HER ST87SE611) is located within Field F71 and an Iron Age to Roman field
system (HER MWI73948) within Field F70, identified as cropmarks through
aerial photography to the south-east of Starveall Farm, west of Chippenham.

Within the wider Study Area, there are eight records relating to prehistoric or
Roman period activity, including a possible Bronze Age round barrow (HER
ST87SE607), to the and Iron Age/Roman enclosures (HER ST87SEGQ0S5)
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identified as cropmarks 165m to the east of Field F68. To the north of this area,
further probable Iron Age/Roman enclosures (HER ST87SE610) were also
identified as cropmarks.

A possible Iron Age/Roman enclosure (HER MWI74115) was recorded as a
cropmark 220m to the north-west of Field F85 in Yatton Keynell and a Bronze
Age round barrow (HER MWI174108) lies 225m to the east of the Field F78. A
concentration of pottery, including high status Samian, as well as non-local
sandstone and stone roof tile (HER ST87NE305) was recovered 170m to the
west of Field F87, which suggests the presence of a Romano-British settlement
in this area (HER ST87NE309). Further Roman-British pottery (HER
ST87SE303) was found during fieldwork, 195m to the west of Field F68.

A semi-circular enclosure with internal pits (HER ST87NE606) is located 180m
west of Field F101, south of the M4, which, although undated, may be of
prehistoric origin. Additionally, undated ring ditches (HER ST87NE609) were
identified 150m west of Field F83, east of Yatton Keynell, and could also be
prehistoric in date.

Section 3 (see Figure 13-14)

The HER contains one record located within Section 3 of the Cable Route
Corridor dating to the Roman period, comprising the Roman road from Bath to
Speen (HER ST86NE304). There are two PAS records within the southern
extent, a Mesolithic blade (WILT-05A52C) in Field F25 and a Roman nail
cleaner (WILT-6A4303) in Field FF19.

Within the Study Area there are two records relating to the prehistoric or Roman
period, including a possible Bronze Age round barrow (HER MWI174042),
identified as cropmarks through aerial photography 230m to the north-east of
Field F51 at Thingley Junction and a Romano-British ring (HER ST86NE310)
found 150m to the west of Field F26a at Boyd's Farm, Gastard.

Therefore, the recorded evidence suggests that there is potential for the survival
of sub-surface remains dating from the prehistoric and Roman periods across
all three Sections of the Cable Route Corridor.

The majority of villages located in the vicinity of the Cable Route Corridor are
likely to have an early medieval origin, reflected in the origin of their place
names (e.g. Ref 23), many first documented in the Domesday Book of 1086
(Ref 24). It is likely that villages grew and contracted during the medieval period
as a result in changes in rural economies and associated agrarian
administration systems.

The majority of the Cable Route Corridor is likely to have been in agricultural
use throughout the medieval period, as evidenced by ridge and furrow recorded
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on the HER, the majority of which is no longer extant. LiDAR has also identified
extensive evidence of field systems across the Cable Route Corridor indicating
that potential buried archaeological features dating to the medieval period are
likely to primarily relate to agricultural activity, such as ridge and furrow, field
boundaries and drainage.

Section 1 (see Figure 3-4)

There is one record within Section 1 dating to the medieval period relating to a
PAS record of a medieval copper alloy chape (WILT-D693B9) in Field F122.

Within the Study Area there are seven records relating to the medieval period,
including blocks of ridge and furrow visible as earthworks on aerial photography
(HER MWI172515) within Lime Down A. Grittleton medieval settlement (HER
ST88SE402), 200m to the west of Field F111 and Newlands Farm (HER
ST88SE456), 245m to the east of Field F114. Surrendell medieval settlement
(HER ST88SE450), lies 70m to the south of Field F122, which formerly had a
church and possibly a manor and chapel, and where a Saxon sword pommel
(HER ST88SE401) and 14th century spur (HER ST88SE454) have been found.
There is also a ‘pillow mound’ or artificial rabbit warren to the west of Field F120
which is designated as a Scheduled Monument (NHLE 1018610).

The settlements within the Study Area of Section 1 are known to have
originated in the Anglo-Saxon period and are mentioned in the Domesday book
(Williams and Martin 2003). Sherston is first named in an Anglo-Saxon charter
in AD 896 as Scorranstan, the settlement at Norton, is named as Nort(h)un in a
charter dating to AD 931 and, while it is possible that the AD 931 charter also
references Hullavington, the earliest confirmed reference is in the Domesday
Book of 1086 (Watts 2004). Other settlements first mentioned in the Domesday
Book include Luckington, Malmesbury and Grittleton.

Section 2 (see Figure 8-9)

There is one record within Section 2 of the Cable Route Corridor relating to the
medieval period, comprising a medieval/post-medieval field boundary visible as
an earthwork on air photographs (MWI173949) within Field F75.

Within the surrounding Study Area there are six records dating to the medieval
period, of which three relate to medieval settlements. ‘Sevington medieval
settlement with surviving earthworks’ (HER ST87NE452) lies 170m to the south-
east of Field F106 and ‘Fowlswick Farm medieval farmstead and settlement
with earthworks of a moat’ (HER ST87NE450) lies 230m to the east of Field
F85. The medieval settlement of Sheldon, designated as a Scheduled
Monument (NHLE 1018428; ST87SE453), is located approximately 180 metres
east of Field F75. It includes earthworks such as holloways and house platforms
near the surviving Manor House (NHLE 1001243) and chapel (NHLE 1022908),
both situated outside the Study Area.
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The remaining records relate to medieval agricultural features, including ridge
and furrow (HER MWI74137) and field boundaries (HER MWI174116) 100m to
the east of Field F85 at Fowlswick Farm.

The village of Yatton Keynell was first recorded in the Domesday Book as
Getone; (Williams and Martin 2003). Its name went through several variations,
and the ‘Keynell’ affix appears to have been added in the 13th century after
Henry Caynell, who had a landholding in 1242 (Watts 2004).

Chippenham is recorded in an Anglo-Saxon charter of approximately 900 as
Cippanhamme, probably meaning the ‘river meadow of a man called Cippa’
(Mills 2011).

Section 3 (see Figure 13-14)

There are 22 records located within Section 3 of the Cable Route Corridor
dating to the medieval period. Three of the records relate to PAS records of a
medieval coins (WILT-7F683B, WILT-7DD77D) and a medieval finger ring
(WILT-DD69ED) in Field F25.

Nine of these relate to medieval settlement and agricultural activity around
Thingley medieval settlement (HER ST87SE462) within Fields F38-F51,
including a farmhouse (HER MWI34471), another farmstead (HER MWI166064),
a barn (HER MWI34472), a pigsty (HER MWI74609), a cow house (HER
MWI74610), a possible water mill (HER MWI74611), and field boundaries (HER
MWI74055, HER ST87SE612). Within Easton, former field boundaries were
identified in Field F55 and may be associated with medieval settlement (HER
ST87SE455) and additional field boundaries (HER ST86NEG603) lie to the south
of Chapel Knapp in Field F25.

The remaining seven records are located within the Cable Route Corridor at the
end of Section 3. These include Westlands Farm, which has medieval origins
(HER ST86NE456) and is situated in Field O5, as well as the site of the
medieval settlement of Beanacre (HER ST96NW460), located within Fields
W3-W4. Ridge and furrow earthworks associated with the medieval settlement
near Whitley House (HER ST86NE453) are present in Field F22. Additional
earthworks of medieval or post-medieval ridge and furrow, visible on aerial
photographs, are located between the known medieval settlements and are also
associated with them, in Fields F12, F16 and F17 (HER MWI73895) and Fields
F5-7 (HER MWI73999).

The areas of ridge and furrow are extant but poorly preserved surviving as low
ridges aligned broadly east—west and north-south to a maximum height of
c.0.3m, but no associated features such as headlands or gores have been
identified.

Within the surrounding Study Area, in the vicinity of Beanacre medieval
settlement, there is a timber framed barn (HER MWI44441), the old manor
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farmstead (HER MWI168690) and the partially extant medieval farm house (HER
MWI168691). Monks Farm medieval settlement (HER ST86NE463) lies 165m to
the west of Field F5.

The village of Melksham is first recorded in the Domesday Book as
Melchesham, deriving from the Old English meaning ‘homestead/enclosure
where milk is produced’ (Ekwall 1966, 321-2).

The village of Corsham appears to derive its name from Cosa's ham, "ham"
being Old English for homestead, or village, and is recorded in the Domesday
Book as Cosseham (Williams and Martin 2003).

The majority of the Cable Route Corridor lies outside any known focus of
medieval settlement and was likely used for agriculture throughout the period.
HER records and LIiDAR data indicate an extensive area of former and partially
extant ridge and furrow. Surviving earthwork remains are present in Fields F5—
F7,F12, F16, F17, and F22, although they are poorly preserved and located in
areas that have undergone previous truncation. Any sub-surface evidence of
medieval activity is therefore likely to relate to agricultural features such as
ploughing, field boundaries, or drainage.

Settlements within the Study Area may have contracted in size from the 16t
century, with areas of former settlement or associated plots transitioning to
agricultural use. Earthworks associated with former medieval settlement activity
survive at Surrendell, Sevington, Fowlswick Farm, Sheldon, Thingley and
Easton.

The Corsham Court Registered Park and Garden (NHLE 1000470, HER
ST87SE527) lies 180m to the west of the Cable Route Corridor and was
developed in the mid-18th century by Capability Brown and later refined by
Humphry Repton in the 19th century. Originally part of the medieval estate of
Corsham, the park was transformed with sweeping lawns, a serpentine lake,
and carefully planned vistas. The eastern reaches of Castle Ashby Park border
the Study Area and include the Grade II* listed ‘gate piers at north east entrance
to Corsham Park’ (NHLE 1181798), although the estate village of Corsham itself
and the majority of the park lie some distance to the west, outside of the Study
Area.

There are 20 records within the Cable Route Corridor dating to the post-
medieval to modern periods, primarily related to ongoing agricultural activity
since the medieval period or heritage assets such as buildings and monuments
of a well-defined extent, which do not contribute to the Cable Route Corridor's
archaeological potential. There is one PAS record within Field F12 relating to a
post-medieval thimble (WILT-27AACS).
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5.9.4 Within the surrounding Study Area, there are 129 HER records for the post-
medieval and modern periods. The records are similarly dominated by buildings
and monuments of a well-defined extent. The Cable Route Corridor appears to
have remained primarily in agricultural use throughout the post-medieval period.
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Paragraph 5.9.10 of EN-1 and Paragraph 207 of the NPPF both state that
planning decisions should be based on the significance of the archaeological
asset, and that the level of detail supplied by an applicant should be
proportionate to the importance of the asset and should be no more than
sufficient to review the potential impact of the proposal upon the significance of
that asset.

It is recognised that not all parts of an archaeological asset will necessarily be
of equal significance. In some cases, certain elements could accommodate
change without affecting the significance of the asset. Change is only
considered harmful if it erodes an asset’s significance. Understanding the
significance of any heritage assets affected and any contribution made by their
setting (paragraph 207, NPPF December 2024) is therefore fundamental to
understanding the scope for and acceptability of change.

There is one designated heritage assets within the Cable Route Corridor,
comprising Grade |l Listed Buildings:

o Milestone (NHLE 1284671)

A separate Heritage Statement (ES Volume 3, Appendix 12-1: Heritage
Statement [EN010168/APP/6.3]) has been produced to assess the potential
non-direct (setting) impacts on designated heritage assets within the
surrounding area from the Cable Route Corridor.

Prehistoric and Roman Periods

The results of the desk-based assessment have identified concentrations of
potential archaeological features that are likely to represent activity of a late
prehistoric or Roman period date based on their morphology.

No prehistoric features were recorded within Section 1 of the Cable Route
Corridor; however, nearby flint finds suggest broader prehistoric activity in the
surrounding landscape. The line of the Fosse Way Roman Road (HER
ST88NE300) crosses the Cable Route Corridor adjacent to Lime Down C, and
buried remains associated with the road may be present within Section 1.
However, these are likely to have been heavily truncated by modern
development, including the construction of the road and railway.

In Section 2 of the Cable Route Corridor, a possible Bronze Age round barrow
(HER ST87SE611) and an Iron Age to Roman field system (HER MWI73948)
are recorded. These cropmark features suggest settlement or agricultural use
during the later prehistoric and Roman periods. Section 3 of the Cable Route
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Corridor contains the Roman Road from Bath to Speen (HER ST86NE304).
Additional prehistoric and Roman features, including enclosures and barrows,
lie immediately adjacent to the Cable Route Corridor in all three sections.

If archaeological remains dating to the prehistoric or Roman periods are present
in the Cable Route Corridor, the significance of these would be vested in their
evidential value and the potential contribution these could make to national and
regional research agendas. There is, however, no evidence to suggest the
presence of any remains of greater than local significance.

Medieval Period

There is no evidence of early medieval settlement activity within the Cable
Route Corridor and limited evidence of activity of a medieval date. Documentary
and archaeological evidence suggests that the present pattern of villages and
hamlets within the Study Area broadly represents the pattern of Late Anglo-
Saxon period settlement, and it is likely that the majority of the Cable Route
Corridor has remained in agricultural use since at least the medieval period.

Evidence for former ridge and furrow cultivation is widespread, having been
identified through LiDAR interpretation, however, these features have largely
been levelled by later agricultural activity. The only extant ridge and furrow
earthworks survive in Fields F5-F7, F12, F16, F17, and F22 as low ridges
aligned broadly east—west and north-south, surviving in height to a maximum of
only approximately 0.3m. No associated features such as headlands or gores
were observed. As such, the earthwork remains of ridge and furrow in these
fields is considered to be of no greater than local significance.

Elsewhere within the Cable Route Corridor, any below-ground archaeological
features relating to medieval activity are likely to comprise agricultural remains
such as ploughing traces, former field boundaries, or drainage features. Given
the apparent truncation of the landscape and the absence of associated
settlement remains, these features are unlikely to be of greater than negligible
significance.

If archaeological remains associated with early medieval/medieval settlement
activity are present in the Cable Route Corridor, the significance of these would
be vested in their evidential value and the potential contribution these could
make to national and regional research agendas. There is, however, no
evidence to suggest the presence of any remains of greater than local
significance.

Post-Medieval Period

The Cable Route Corridor has remained in primarily agricultural use throughout
the post-medieval period. Therefore, across the majority of the Cable Route
Corridor, any potential buried archaeological features dating to the post-
medieval period would likely relate to agricultural activity, such as ploughing,
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field boundaries and drainage, and would be considered to be of negligible
significance.
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The Cable Route Corridor forms part of the Scheme which comprises a solar
photovoltaic (PV) electricity generating station of over 50 megawatts (MW) and
associated development comprising up to 500 MW export capacity Battery
Energy Storage System (BESS), grid connection infrastructure, Highway
Improvement Areas and other infrastructure integral to the construction,
operation and maintenance, and decommissioning phases.

The Cable Route Corridor is the area within which the export connection cables
would be located to connect the Solar PV Sites to the National Grid at the
existing Melksham Substation and the area within which cables connecting the
Solar PV Sites would be located within the Cable Route Corridor, as well as the
cable circuits, include the provision of access tracks, construction laydown
areas (construction compounds) and joint bays.

The majority of the Cable Route Corridor has been subject to modern ploughing
and drainage schemes, which may have impacted any previously unrecorded
sub-surface archaeological remains.

The Cable Route Corridor will have no direct impacts upon any designated
heritage assets.

A separate Heritage Statement has been produced to assess the potential
indirect impacts on heritage assets from the proposed development within the
surrounding area.

The assessment has established that there may be potential for the survival of
buried remains dated to the prehistoric, Roman and medieval periods within
specific areas of the Cable Route Corridor that could be impacted by the
proposed development.

A full impact assessment has been included in the ES on the basis of maximum
design parameters of the scheme.

Although there are poorly preserved earthwork remains of ridge and furrow
within Fields F5-F7, F12, F16, F17, and F22, while there would be localised
impacts where the route of the cable is proposed, the overall legibility of the
ridge and furrow would not be significantly affected. A full impact assessment is
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included in the ES (ES Volume 1, Chapter 12: Cultural Heritage
[ENO10168/APP/6.1]) on the basis of maximum design parameters of the
Scheme (Design Principles and Parameters [EN010168/APP/7.4]).
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This archaeological DBA draws together the available archaeological, historical,
topographic and land-use information in order to clarify the significance and
archaeological potential of a site proposed for development at the Lime Down
Solar Farm Cable Route. This assessment addresses the information
requirements set out in the NPS EN-1, NPS EN-3 and NPS EN-5 and provides
the proportionate response sought by the NPS. It draws together the available
archaeological, historical, topographic and land-use information in order to
clarify the significance and archaeological potential of the Cable Route Corridor
and Highway Improvement Areas.

A separate Heritage Statement (ES Volume 3, Appendix 12-1: Heritage
Statement [EN010168/APP/6.3]) has been produced to assess the potential
non-direct impacts on heritage assets within the surrounding area from the
Scheme.

The available archaeological records, and results of non-intrusive surveys,
suggest that there is potential for the survival of prehistoric and Roman remains
within the Cable Route Corridor. There is, however, no evidence to suggest the
presence of any remains of greater than local significance.

The majority of the Cable Route Corridor has primarily been in agricultural use
since at least the medieval period, as evidenced by extensive areas of ridge
and furrow recorded in the HER and identified through LiDAR interpretation.
Areas of poorly preserved earthwork remains of ridge and furrow ploughing
have been identified within Fields F5-F7, F12, F16, F17, and F22, but it is
considered that they are of no greater than local significance. Although there is
potential for the survival of sub-surface features relating to medieval and post-
medieval agriculture across the site, including ploughing and former field
boundaries, it is considered that such remains would be of negligible
significance.
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Figure 4. Section 1 of the Cable Route Corridor with the
location of NRHE and HER ‘event’ records
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Figure 5. Section 1 of the Cable Route Corridor with the
Wiltshire HLC 'broad types'
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